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In a recollection of an unusual 


Physician Lorin Kerr Dies; 
Black Lung Disease Specialist 

Lorin EJ Kerr, 81, a physician 


Lorin EJ Kerr, 81/ a physician 
who specialized in occupational 
safety and health issues, died of em- 
physema March 9 at his home in 
Chevy Chase. 

’ Dr. Kerr spent most of his career 
with the United Mine Workers of 


event when we farmed I could not re- 
ll0C* . call Lorin Kerr's name. The matter 

; 9 was the unanticipated visit of our 

• - friend, Urgguayan. military attache 

CLlullSl Genrel Guillermo "Boo" Murdoch one 
afternoon with his army's chief 
medical officer, Dr. Bellagamba. 
When nest delivered to General Murdoch he told 
me that Dr. Bellagamba had detected something 
relating to my wife's eyes about which we shoyld 
not worry but she should have checked. We were 
then members of the u roup Health Association, 


America, and he was director of the 
union’s department of occupational 
health at his retirement in 1986. He 
helped bring the issue of black lung 
disease to public attention, testify- 
' ing on Capitol Hill arid speaking out 
in other forums on its effects. He 


Lil had just had her annual checkup, and GHa's 
doctors there were offended when she went in and 
reported the message we'd gotten from Dr. Bella- 
gamba. (l had asked General Murdoch how Dr. B. had 
detected in casual observation what Ill’s doctors 
had not detected in their examination. He had re- 


was said to have played an impor- 
tant role in the passage and imple- 
mentation of the Federal Coal Mine 
Health and Safety Act of 1969. 

Dr. Kerr also was a past presi- 
dent of the American Public Health 


plied that in our country doctors have wonderful 
machihes and they are as good as their machines or 
as they use their machines. In Ms country, he had 
said, the doctors have only one machine, and he then 
tapped Ms head . ) I generally reached the Herr home 


‘ Association, a founder of the D.C. 
Public Health Association and the 
American Labor Health Association 
and chairman of the D.C. Public 
• Health Advisory Council. He had 
. been a visiting professor of public 
health at Howard University. 

A native of Toledo, Dr. Ken- 
graduated from the University of 
Toledo and received his medical 
degree from the University of 
. Michigan. He also received a mas- 
ter’s degree in public health at 
Michigan. 

He was a municipal and county 
public health official in Michigan 
and Ohio during the late 1930s and 
early 1940s. In 1944, he joined the 
U.S. Public Service. He was as- 
signed in Washington and Portland, 
Ore., until 1948, when he settled in 
this area permanently and joined 
the staff of the United Mine Work- 
ers as a medical officer in the 
union’s welfare and retirement 
fund. He became director of the 
UMW’s department of occupational 
health in 1969. 

His marriage to Maureen Kerr 
ended in divorce. His second wife, 
Goldie Krantz Kerr, died in 1976. 

Survivors include three children 


on my deliveries about the time they were having 
coffee after breakfast and that morning had a cup 
with them and told Lorin this story and. GHa's anta- 
gonistic reaction to it. He asked me if I'd like 
Mm to check on it, I told him I'd appreciate it, 
and. as a result Lil became a National Institutes 
of ffealth patient. They did agree that something 
was wrong, there were not certain about what it 
was and they believed it was more like glaucoma 
than anything else. For some period of time Lil 
was an# out patient and once she was hospital- 

ized there for a few days. She followed the pre- 
scribed treatment for glaucoma for several years, 
until it was finally decided that she did not have 
that, ’whether or not it is related, several years 
ago the local opthalmalogist sent her to be examined 
by a specialist in suburban Washington. Ms dia- 
gnosis, recently confirmed by our new local optha- 
malogist, is that she has a split retina. On the 
more recent examination, a careful one, what she 
was told is that she had "macular degeneration." 

-Ms obit of the fine, warm, caring man 
who was also a fine physician, reminds me that 
perhaps Dr. Bellagamba' s one machine worked better 
than the best they aM had, at least the way they 
used them, at GHA. 


by his first marriage, John Kerr of 
Tatlayoko Lake, British Columbia, 
Judy Valentic of Ashland, Ore., and 
Susan Shawn of Portland, Ore.; a 
stepdaughter, Rebecca K. Pulles of 
Washington; and five grandchildren. 



